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The changes of surgical treatment for pancreatic cancer

Yusuke Kumamoto, Takashi Kaizu, Hiroshi Tajima, Hidefumi Kubo, Nobuyuki Nishizawa,
Shuji Nakamoto, Yoshiki Fujiyama, Kazuharu Igarashi, Mikiko Okamoto, Yusuke Nie

Department of General, Pediatric and Hepatobiliary-Pancreatic Surgery, Kitasato University School of Medicine

The number of patients with pancreatic cancer is increasing, and the fourth reason of cancer death in Japan is
pancreatic cancer. Surgical treatment is still the main approach to cure pancreatic cancer; however, RO
resection became the standard operation after development of effective anti-cancer drugs. Especially, pre-
surgical treatment is an attractive strategy for patients with not only borderline resectable pancreatic cancer,
but also initially resectable pancreatic cancer. The best regimen of pre-surgical treatment and the best period
will be established in the near future. Afterwards, less-invasive surgery will be required because of the

availability of prompt adjuvant chemotherapy.

Key words: pancreatic cancer, surgical treatment, pre-surgical treatment
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